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| GOSH, 
| I COULD 
| SURE ФО 
| FOR SOME 


STREET- 
STALL MEAT 
SKEWERS 
RIGHT 
NOW. 


MAIDSERVANT ОР 
THE INNER COURT 


MAOMAO [Ü 


ያሬ 
» 


> 7 2 + + E + + > | 


ONE DAY, 
WHEN I 
WAS OUT 
IN THE 
FOREST 
| PICKING 
Д | MEDICINAL 
| HERBS... 


..I WAS 
MADE OFF 
WITH MOST 
INCONVE- 
NIENTLY BY 

KIDNAPPERS. 


I HOPE 

YOU'RE 

EATING 
PROPERLY 


STIFLING 
REEK OF 
COSMET- 

ICS... 


ARE 
NOT ALL 
THAT DIF- 
FEKENT. 


„ТИЕ 
INNER 
COURT 15 
SEPARATED 
FROM THE 


| REST OF THE = 


PALACE. 


THOSE 
WHO, 
HAVING 
LOST А 
CERTAIN 
4 “TREASURE,” 
ARE NO 
LONGER 
аш CONSIDERED 
У MEN. 


AND THE | 
EUNUCHS... 


THE 
PALACE 
АМР THE 

PLEASURE 

DISTRICT... 


A 
GARDEN OF 
WOMEN TO 


MEN ARE 
EXPLICITLY 
FORBIDDEN 
TO ENTER. 
THE ONLY 
EXCEPTIONS 
TO THE RULE 
ARE THE 
EMPEROR 
HIMSELF, 
HIS BLOOD 


ШЫ RELATIONS... 


WHETHER 
I WAS 
SOLD INTO 
SERVITUDE OR 
SENT IN THE 
PLACE OF 
ANOTHER, 
I KNOW 
NOT... 


BUT ГР 
НОРЕР ТО 
LIVE OUT МУ 
YEARS NEVER 
ONCE GETTING 
INVOLVED WITH 
THE INNER Å 


COURT. 


NEXT ONE 
15 FOR THAT 
LOW-RANKING 
CONCUBINE 
WHOS 
ALWAYS 
COOPED 
UP IN HER 
CHAMBERS, 
HMM? 


RANKING 
CONCU- 
BINES. 


TEACHING 
EVEN HALF 
OF THESE 
COUNTRY 
GIRLS 

70 READ 
WOULD BE 
QUITE THE 
ACHIEVE- 


ETIQUETTE 
15 DRILLED 
INTO 
EVERYONE 


DESPITE 
THIS, 
MAIDS 
LIKE 
MYSELF 
HAVE, ON 
RARE 
OCCA- 
SIONS... 


| [|] ІШІ! ||| 

Шот THAT 
DW Wrereste? 
ዕዩ ANYTHING... 


гг YOU САМ 


FRECKLED FACE 
AND A SKINNY 
RAM 


| NS 
EVEN 
IF YOU 
CAN READ, 
50... у IT UST | 
| MEANS | => 
7 = | THERES | 一 
[NE | MORE | 
IM FINE ЧУ = MIC || - WHEN WORK 
- | STICKING | ALLS WAITING 
| WITH WHAT 4 9 > MD "ሠ YOU... 
A IM DOING 5 LA 7 PONE 
NOW. ~ yá = 


++ WOULD 
| ONLY SERVE 
TO FURTHER 
LINE THE 
POCKETS 
OF MY 
ABDUCTORS, 
AFTER ALL. 


WAGES... 


TUNATELY, 
HOWEVER 


++. ONE 
MIGHT 

CALL THIS 

PREDICTION 


2] WITH HER 
INSATIABLE 
THIRST FOR 

à | KNOWLEDGE 
AND OVER- 


А 
BUDDING 
SENSE OF 
JUSTICE... || 


WHELMING 
CURIOSITY... 


RUMORS å 

SPREAD 

LIKE ነ 
WILDFIRE \ 

IN THE у 
IMPERIAL de 25 2 

COURT. | | |7 

/ / | _ ) — 
"lia ан 
MEN Е 


LA HAVENT [k ` 
=~) || ( HEARD?! Ios 


А 


ТНЕ 
HEIRS 
BORN IN 
THE INNER 
COURT KEEP 
DYING, ONE 
AFTER THE 


20 FAR, 
THREE 
OF THE 
EMPEROR'S 
CHILDREN 


3 ..HAVE DIED 
SOON AFTER 
THEY WERE 


) | ONE DIED 
JUST PRIOR 
TO THE 
CURRENT 
EMPEROR 
TAKING THE 
THRONE... 


BORN 

ТО THE ከ 
CONSORTS 
AND CON- |?! 
CUBINES... 


DIED IN 
INFANC Y. 


sll 
SEEMS THE 


FAVORS... 


EMPEROR |; 


«CONSORT 
GYOKUYO, 
MOTHER 
TO THE 
PRINCESS. 


AT 


PRES- 
ENT... 
“АМР A SIX- THE 
MONTH-OLD CROWN 
PRINCESS... PRINCE, 
WHO /5 
THREE 
ARE MONTHS 
STILL OLD... 
ALIVE. 
THE 
CROWN 
PRINCES 
MOTHER 15 
„ино CONSORT 
MAKES HER РА... 
RESIDENCE 
IN THE 
BIGGEST 
PALACE IN 
THE INNER 
COURT. 


EMPRESS, 
ЭС... 


- YOU MIGHT 
MOTHER OF THE 


CROWN PRINCE 
POSSESSES 


.“ВОТН 
pns CONSORT 
WERE JUST GYOKUYO 
A FIGHT 
FOR THE 
As THRONE, 
BABES  THERED 


STILL IN ВЕ МО 
ARMS, IT'S REASON 
UNLIKELY FOR THE 
THEY PRINCESS 
WOULD'VE TO BEA 
INGESTED TARGET. 
POISON. 


UM... 


JER Ge Ma 
DETAILS. “ረ 
eee DIED? 


BA NOW 
SOMETHING 


SIMILAR'S .BUT 
IT HAPPENING 1 HEARD 
SEEMS AGAIN... EVERYONE 
CONSORT 
LIHUA'S 
CONDITION 
15 THE MORE WEAKER 
SERIOUS OF 
DURING HIS 
THE TWO. TIME. 


20 
СОМФОЕТ 
LIHUA 
HERSELF 15 
UNWELL? 


AND HAS ACHES AND 
EVEN ВЕЕМ <ТОМАСН 
SUFFERINO PAINS... 

FROM 
NAUSEA. 


HEADACHES, 
STOMACHACHES, 
AND NAUSEAS 


— WHAT AM 
mi መጋ I DOING, 
CONJEC- TAKING Å 
ማዊ зе { RUMOR 50 
MY PET As SERIOUSLY? 


AND 


THE 
INNER 
COURT 
19, IN A 
WORD, 
ITS HUGE. 


WITH THE FULL OF 
DINING PALACES, 
HALLS OUTBUILD- 
AND THE ы мес, AND 
GARDENS | COUNT- 
INCLUDED, LESS 
THIS PLACE | ROOMS. à. 
15 EVEN — — 
LARGER е 
4 ТНАМ ФОМЕ 


PLACE THAT 
HOUSES THE 
OFFSPRING 


THE INDIVIDUAL 


PILLARS HERE 3 OF THE 
ARE MORE HIGH-RANKING 

ELEGANT THAN ( CONSORTS 
THOSE ON oes 

THE EASTERN 


SIDE OF THE 


IS ALL 
YOUR 
DOING! 


CONSORT 
GYOKUYO 


УА? THEYRE 
NY | AT EACH 
d OTHERS 


EUNUCH 
TRYING 
TO GET 
BETWEEN 
THEM... 
IS HE THE 
PHYSICIAN? [А 


-AFTER 
TREATING 


REALIZED 
IT... 


HEADACHES, 
STOMACH- 
ACHES, 
NAUSEA... 


СОМФОЕТ 
LIHVAG 
HAGGARD 


THIS 19 APPEAR- 
ABSO- АМСЕ... 
LUTELY Ж 


THE 
QUESTION 


LESS THAN 


== 


| 


=| 


"| RHODO- 
DENDRON 


APPEARS 
THAT MY 
EFFORTS 
WERE IN 
VAIN. 


ІТ JUST 
GOES TO 
U SHOW HOW A 
TRIVIALLY ф 
А MAIDS 
WARNING 15 


...РАРЕР ФО 
MUCH THAT 
NOT EVEN A 

SHADOW... 


ОБ HER 
FORMER 
BEAUTY 
` | REMAINS. 


1 ФИРРОФЕ 
772 ONLY A 
MATTER OF 
TIME UNTIL 
СОМФОЕТ 
GYOKUYOS 
DAUGHTER 
PASSES AWAY 
AS WELL... 


е” 


ПОСЕ 


CE = LL à 


«SOMEONE 
LEFT THIS 
FOR YOU 

RIGHT AFTER 

THAT OPEN 
DISPUTE? 


COULD CARE... 
GO INTO 
MY ВАВУФ 


WHEN WE ES 
FIND THE 
SENDER? 


> 


"n 145 ቓ 
“ам 
ANY У, 
Y 


ERROR? 


THATS 
RIGHTY 


ІМ THE 

7) ONLY MAID 
ነ IN THIS 
ROOM 

WHO CAN 
READY 


І THOUGHT 
І TOLD YOU 
TO STAY PUT, 

HMM? 


27 


mi 


N 


QUIETLY, 
NOW. 


YOU'VE 
BEEN 
TAKEN 
= FOR АМ == 

SS] ILLITERATE “ግ 
የመ | THIS ENTIRE г 
ТІМЕ. 


FEIGNING 
IGNORANCE. 


| 
Cr 
00 


ABOUT THE IN 
NOTES?! - 


ull 
NE 4 
лиш ЛИ 


le (е BIRTH, 50 


BEEN SOME 
KIND OF 
MISTAKE. 


38 


||| ETE 
| TO] BE MOST 
An "Ac 
Б | 


||| [`= 
| НЕ WENT-TO ||| ої 
|| THEITRÖUBLE: == 
ОҒ SUMMONING 
BALL US MAIDS, 
ЕЖ, // ТЕСАТЕ 
[ORINOT..: 


hy, 


NOT т 


MENTION) 
== ИР He 


TI SIT 


SR 


=SON ar г 
Го. 


|] 


НЫ 


ШШ 


ТО WARRANT 
МУ LADY 
HUMBLING 
HERSELF! 


OF MY 
GRATITUDE 
TO YOU. 
YOU 
ARE THE 
ONE WHO 
SAVED MY 
DAUGHTER'S 
LIFE. 


THERE 
APPEARS 
TO HAVE 

BEEN SOME 
KIND OF 
MISUNDER- 
STANDING. 


СОМФОЕТ 
GYOKUYO 
ENTRUSTED 
A CERTAIN 
SOMETHING 


/ I BELIEVE 


MY LADY 
MIGHT BE 
MISTAKING 

ME FOR 
ANOTHER. 


DOES THIS 
CLOTH LOOK 
TO YOU ИКЕ 
ITS FROM ል 

MAIDSERVANT'S 

UNIFORM? 


THAT YOU 
MENTION 


YOUR 
SKIRT 
WOULDN'T 
HAPPEN TO 
BE MISSING 
A PIECE, 


*SHANG-FU: WARDROBE SERVICES, SUCH AS LAUNDRY. 


JUST 
DISCONTINUE 
USE OF THAT 

EXPENSIVE 
FACE POWDER 
WITH THE TOXIC 

INGREDIENTS. 


ALREADY. 
ID BEST 


„2 
DEDUCED | 
WHAT НАР № 
KILLED THE |\ 
EMPERORS 


...НАРРЕМЕР Saal 

TO SEE == 
FIRSTHAND = ( Ч 

THE FATE THAT | 

AWAITED THE 


COUKTE- 


--- WHO SANS... 


| REFUSED 
70 STOP 
WEARING 

| THE 

| POWDER. 


THEY |7 
j| WEIGHED | 
/| THEIR | 
LIVES | 
EQUALLY | 
WITH | 

THEIR | үст" 
BEAUTY | 


REMINDED | 

_ | ОР WHAT | 
Å HAPPENED | | 

А TO THEM. | ) 
| THATS Y 
| ALL. | 


YOU'LL 


E LADY-IN- 
^ WAITING! 


t 


Chapter 2 


САМ ВЕ ` WISE AND 
EMFLOYED _ ያ å CAUTIOUS. 
AS ONE 4 
OF HER 
ATTEN- 
DANTS. 


MANY LIVES 
SHE HAS, 
THEY WOULD 
NEVER BE 
ENOUGH. 


CONSORT 


СОМФОЕТ 
ФУОКУУО 
| CURRENTLY 
HAS FOUR 
LAUIES-IN- 
WAITING. 


BY 
CONTRAST, 
CONSORT 
LIHUA HAS 
ОУЕЕ TEN. 


СОМФОЕТ 

GYOKVYO 

19 RATHER 
LACKING IN 
ATTENDANTS 
FOR SOME- 


ITS HARD ONE OF 
50 HIGH 

FOR HER | pe 

TO OWN N ৰ 

me || ከ 

DIGNITY 

OF HER 

STATION. 


| IS ~ 
= ID BEEN 
= 


+— HOPING TO 


ASSIGN HER 
AT LEAST 
ONE MORE 
ATTENDANT... 


THAT 


МА/Р 
KEALLY 
IM DID HAVE 
CERTAIN GREAT 


CONSORT 


--- WOULD 
NEVER GYOKUYO 


KEJECT THE 
PEKSON WHO 
SAVED THE 
PRINCESS S 
LIFE. 


TIMING. 


IE SHE | 
ATTEMPTS «М 


ре. ТО USE: THAT 
KNOW-HOW 


HOW 
COULD 
I FAIL TO 
«PUT. THAT 
FRECKLE- 

- РАСЕ AND 
HER ‘POISON 
EXPERTISE 
TO WORK? 

2 


WILL ВЕ 
USELESS. 


AND JUST IN 
CASE, AIMING 


A FEW SULTRY 
CAZES HER 
WAY MIGHT 
NOT HURT 

EITHER. 


ሠር TELL 
THE TRUTH, 
IM JUST 
HAPPY I 
CAN GET UP 
WITHOUT 
ACCIDENTALLY 
STEPPING ON 
THE OTHER 
MAIDS. 


AT THE JADE 
PALACE 
WANT ME 
TO DOP 


...ТО SHARE 
MY GOOD 
FORTUNE WITH 
THE FLESH 
MERCHANTS 


WHO 
KIDNAPPED 
ME... 


you Juer 

GO BACK 

TO YOUR 
ROOM 
NOW. 


FINISHED 
PUTTING 
AWAY MY 


LEFTOVER 
SWEETS 
FROM TEA 
EARLIER... 


А FEW 
HOURS 
E EARLIER 


IT'S FINE! 
МЕ DON'T YOU 
ALREADY WORRY 
HAD IT ALL ABOUT А 
HANDLED THING. 
BEFORE 
You CAME 
ALONG 
ANY WAY. 


== y 


IN 


/ | 


22222222 


THE 
ATTENDANTS 
AT THE JADE 
PALACE ARE 
ALL HARD 
WORKERS. 


THE WET 
NURSE 
MUST'VE 
BEEN THE 

ONE USING 
/T HERE IN 
THE JADE 

PALACE. 


WHEN 


ርር መአ. T THINK WITH THE 
ФУОК/УО ABOUT 
WASN'T IT... PRINCESS 
WEARING ONE STARTING 
ANY FACE OF THE | ON SOLID 
POWDER WET FOOD... 
DURING THAT NURSES 
CONFRON- WAS LET 
TATION. GO, IM 
TOLD. 


IT SEEMS 
MY JOB AS A 
NEWCOMER 12 
SIMPLY TO EAT. 
THAT'S IT. 


FEW GET 

ТО WORK 

HEKE, TO 
BEGIN 


TO BE 
WELCOMED 
WITH 
WARMTH 
AND 
SMILES 


ত PASSES 
THROUGH 
MULTIPLE 

HANDS 
BEFORE 
ARRIVING 
AT HER 
CHAMBERS. 


... THERES 
ALWAYS A 
CHANCE THAT 
SOMEONE HAS 
ATTEMPTED 
70 РО/ФОМ 
HER FOOD 
ALONG THE 
WA». 


EVERY 
ONE OF 
THE CON- 
SORTS 
MEALS... 


ON ONE 


FS OCCASION, 
THE FOOD = Дд p = 
ССІ TASTER 
SURVIVED PREGNANT 
- — | A MINOR WITH THE 
ILLNESS. 


PRINCESS 


ON 
THE OTHER, 
THE TASTER 
EXPERIENCED 
NERVE 
DAMAGE AND 
PERMANENT 
PARALYSIS 
IN HER ARMS 
AND LEGS. 


MUST HAVE 
EVERYONE 
ON EDGE. 


I'VE come № ...IM TOLD 


HERE SPE- TWO SUCH 

CIFICALLY ATTEMPTS 
TO BE 

А КООР WERE MADE 
TASTER... 


THEYD SEE 
ME AS A 
PAWN WHO 


...HE 
LOOKING 
AT МЕ 
WITH THAT 


SMILE 
ON HIS 
FACE? 


HE 
REALLY DOES 
HAVE FAR TOO 
MUCH FREE THAT 
SHOULD 
DO IT FOR 
THE COME- 


МО АВМОЕ- 
MALITIES IN 


¢ NUMBING 


ነ SENSATION 
EITHER... 


I BELIEVE 
THIS 19 SAFE 


«BUT 
THERES 
NO POINT 
IN HAVING 


...WHEN 
TESTING I STILL 
LIVED 
VARIOUS 
THINGS AT HOME, 
Бая I'D ALWAYS 
M BE EXPERI- 


MENTING... 


SPOTS FROM 
EXPERIMENTING 
WITH A SALVE 


BRUISES 
FOR-POULTICE 
TESTING 


BURN A "Mia 
TEST Ч 4 P 
OINTME А. | 
4 BLEMISH FROM 
Е EXPERIMENTING 


WITH AN ANTIBIOTIC 
OINTMENT 


SLOWLY 
BUILT UP 
A TOLER- 
ANCE TO 


90 THE 
TRUTH 15, 
IMNOT 


TERRIBLY 
SUITABLE ARONA 
FOR THIS е o єг 


WORK. 


We 
AVOIDED 
USING SILVER 
THIS TIME, 
YOU SEE. 


50 IT 
WAS ALL А 
PART OF HIS 

1. SCHEME.. 


I WOULD 
SUGGEST 
USED FROM 


УЕФ, І АМ АМ 


HAVE BEEN APOTHECARY 
COMPENSATED BY TRADE. 
FAR MORE 
GENEROUSLY 


THAT НАР YOU 

NOT LETITBE - \ MUCH ABOUT 
ONLY CAN KNOWN... = POISONS AND 
YOU READ, \ MEDICINES. 
BUT THAT 
YOU ALSO 


IDEA THAT MY 
КІРМАРРЕЕФ 
ARE STILL 
GETTING A 

PORTION OF 


AND 
BROUGHT 


MY BLOOD 
BOIL JUST 
THINKING 
ABOUT IT. 


++: YOU 
DON'T 
WANT TO 
GIVE THEM 
DRINKING 


MONEY EVEN 
IF IT MEANS 
POORER 
PAY FOR 
YOURSELF, 
УЕФ? 


| ኩተዙ-. 


га 


WELL, THE 
NCOMPETENT 
ONG US ARE 


YOU 


WON'T 
ВЕ ABLE 
TO PAY 
THIS BACK 
ON YOUR 
WHAT'S WAGES 
WORSE, ALONE. 
WE'LL NOW, 
PROBABLY NOT ONLY 
HAVE TO ae ЕЕ 
E UN 
Ж КЕЗ 


AS WELL. 


AND IF 


THAT'S NOT PLEASE 
ENOUGH, 
DEDUCT THE 
TAKE IT OUT 
COST FROM 
OF WHAT THE AMOUNT 
І RECEIVE 


SENT BACK. 


ARRANGE- 
MENTS 
RIGHT 


HERE'S 
A LITTLE 
EXTRA 
FOR YOUR 
WORK АФ 
A FOOD 
TASTER. 


IT'S 
A RATHER 
HAZARDOUS 
OCCUPATION, 
AFTER ALL. 


THIS WAY, 
ILL ALSO 
GET ТО KEEP 
THE PORTION 
THAT WAS 
BEING SENT 
TO THE 
MEN WHO 
KIDNAPPED 
ME. 


ХУ 
са 
ex 
Sus 
AS 


А 
S 


THOUGHT! 


TO HIDE IT 
WITH BAN- 


ABUSED 


BEING SOLD 
OFF TO THE 
PALACE... 


„„АКР THEN 
CONDEMNED 
TO THE WORK 
OF A ҒООР 
TASTER... 


7 | 


Ca 


| 


AND EVERY 
FEW DAYS, 


I PARTAKE OF 2 
THE EMPEROR'S 
NUTRITIONALLY 


INVIGORATING 


ARE SERVED 
DURING HIS 
VISITS. 

THAT'S IT. 


YOU'RE 
FREE ТО 
RELAX UNTIL 
YOU'RE SENT 


IM 
STARTING 
TO FEEL 
LIKE LIVE- 
STOCK. 


DISHES THAT Q. 129) 


VETE, SUMMONED 
~) ኤፌ FOR FOOD 
| TASTING 

THREE 

TIMES 


3 ADDITION ТО 
THE DISHES 
I TEST FOR 

POISONS, 
MY USUAL 
MEALS HAVE 

ALSO GOTTEN 

A WHOLE LOT 

FANCIER. 


МЕ TO TELL 
IF IM LOSING 
WEIGHT DUE 
TO A POISON 

SINCE ІМ 

SKINNY ТО 
BEGIN 

WITH. 


THOUGH. 


CONFIDENT 
ID SURVIVE 
MOST KINDS 
OF POISONS, 
EVEN /F I DID 
TAKE MORE 
THAN A FATAL 
DOSE. 


ALL I'VE 
BEEN ABLE 
TO BREW 
SINCE I GOT 
| HERE /5 
HYDRANGEA 
TEA. 


A FATAL 
DOSE OF 
A POISON 

15 PRO- 

PORTIONAL | | 

TO THE 
SIZE OF E 
ОМЕФ 
BODY. 


LIKELY YOU 六 一 


IM 
FAIRLY 
CERTAIN ID 
RECOGNIZE 
POISON- 
INDUCED 
WEIGHT 


I GOT TO 
EXPERIMENT 
ON MYSELF 

TO THE 

POINT OF 
MORTIFYING 

OTHERS... 


THE 
PALACE 
GROUNDS 
ARE BURSTING 
WITH PLANTS 
THAT MIGHT 
| ФО INTO МУ 
~ AND HAVE TOOLS MEDICINES... 
ALWAYS - 
SHARED А 
ROOM, 50 
IVE RESISTED 
THE URGE 
ТО CONDUCT 
QUESTIONABLE 
EXPERIMENTS. 


IF ОМУ 
I НАР А 
EN 


SNAKE OR ሽሽ і 
SOMETHING L Л 
ТО MESS ÚS и 
AROUND VY) (үрийн 
Ж M зи 


ШАҒЫ гу + шел 41 


ЧР 


70 TURN 
INTO A PIG 
AT THIS 


Н 


9 


I CAN'T 
SIMPLY 


EAT THESE, 
CONSIDERING 
WHO GAVE 
THEM TO 
ME. 


JUST 
KNOWINGLY 
TRY TO GET 
ME TO EAT 

APHRODISIAC- 


BUNS?! 


| | APHRODISIAC 


FOR МЕ? 


== „MAKING AN З 
(Е APHRODISIAC = 


||| 


--- IMAGINE 
WHY IN THE 
WORLD 
THIS MAN 
WOULD 
NEED A 
LOVE 
POTION, 
BUT... 


FULFILL 
YOUR 


WITH 
AMPLE TIME, 
THE RIGHT 
TOOLS, 
AND THE 
NECESSARY 
INGREDI- 
ENTS... 


NE d 
e 


І STILL 
НАУЕ 
WORK ТО 
ро, 50 
PERHAPS 
ANOTHER 
TIME. 


BEEN 
INVITED 
INTO THE 


PRIVATE 
CHAMBERS 
OF THREE 
CONCUBINES 


A SOLDIER, 
AND TO 
TOP IT ALL 


DAY HERE, 
IVE BEEN 
PROPOSI- 
TIONED ВУ 
A CIVIL 
SERVANT 


OF VARYING 
RANKS. 


ATTEMPTING 
70 SEDUCE 
OTHER MEN 


BECAUSE THE 
HOW VERY EMPEROR 
INSOLENT. WON'T VISIT 


THEM... 


=== 


А 
CONCUBINES >~ 


RANK 15 
DETERMINED —& 
ВУ HER 
LINEAGE, 
INTELLI- BEAUTY, = 
GENCE AND መመመ 
уа INTELLI- 
STRICTLY CEN 
GRADED. | == 
IN и | Š —— ----- 
ТО АМ 
EDUCATION 
APPROPRI- 
ATE TO AN 
EMPRESS, 
IT REQUIRES 
A SENSE OF ж 
VIRTUE. 2 


POSTING 
ME TO 
THE INNER 
COURT FOR | 
THE SAKE | 


OF HIS p 
SELEC- HAVE 


THAT MY 


РЕЕФЕМСЕ 
MY MASTER А ERE IE 


DOES HAVEA | 5 
RATHER MEAN — ` реда 


STREAK. 7 SE THER 
CHARACTER. 


~ | CONSORT 
(Ж “я LIHUA, 
WHOSE 
DISPOSI- 
TION 15 
SECOND г 


ТО МОМЕ 


DESPITE 
THE KAKE 
EMOTIONAL 


THE 
THOUGHT- 
FUL AND 
QUICK- 
WITTED 
CONSOKT |, 
GYOKUYO 


LIHVA 15 

BEYOND MMe 
РЕУОТЕР 

ТО THE 
EMPEROR. 


FAR, I'VE 
CHAMPIONED 
(Сы TWO WOMEN 
ТО THE 
EMPEROR. 


FAR FROM 
HARBORING 


ILL WILL 
--CONSORT TOWARD 


IM 
SURE A 
NUMBER 
OF THE 
LITTLE 
BIRDS 
TRAPPED 


THUS 


...WAS 
AFTER 
THE 

| CROWN 
| PRINCES 

| PASSING. K 


ЯУ 
MASTER 
OR NO, 
І HAVE 

70 ADMIT 
HES 
RATHER 
CRUEL. 


АН, THAT 
REMINDS 
ME... 
ONE OF THE 
MID-RANKING 
CONCUBINES 
15 TO BE 
BESTOWED 
UPON A 
MILITARY 

መመ OFFICER. 


LIHUA, 


IF THEY 
AKE NO 
LONGER 
CAPABLE, 
DISCARDS 
THEM 
WITHOUT 
A SECOND 
THOUGHT. 


THE LAST E 
TIME THE 
EMPEROR 
VISITED 
CONSORT 


І WHO HAS 


WILL MOST 
LIKELY М 

CONTINUE 
AS THE 

FAVORITE. 


HOARDS 
ALL THESE 
WOMEN 


MAKES 
THEM 
BEAR 

HIS 


SUITABLE 
FOR 
HIMSELF 
AND THE 
NATION... 


OFF- 
SPRING 


ARE EITHER 
..OK SENT BACK 
PASSED ТО THEIR 
OFF TO HOMES... 
ОРР/- 
CIALS. 


70 DO 50, 
1 MAY МЕЕР 
70 РИТ ТНАТ 
HERBALIST 
70 MORE 
WORK 
YET... 


CEKTAINLY 
MET MANY 
BEFOKE 
WHO'VE 
TAKEN NO 
CARNAL 


THE FIRST INTEREST [22 
TO EVER IN МЕ... / 
LOOK АТ 
ME LIKE 

THAT. 


ANYWAY, 
THERE 
SHOULD BE 
NO TROUBLE 
AS LONG AS 
I KEEP TO 
THE PLAN. 


SHE 
JUST MIGHT 
TURN OUT 
70 BE MORE 
USEFUL THAN 
I COULD 
HAVE EVER | 

IMAGINED. 


SURE SHE 
MEANS TO 
HIDE IT... 


THE WAY 
SHE KEEPS 
GLANCING 
АТ МЕ AS 
ONE MIGHT 
А CATER- 
PILLAR... 


IM NO 
MASOCHIST, 


BUT I N 
FIND HER N 
STRANGELY 
INTRIGUING. | 
LIKE I'VE | x 
DISCOVERED | 


SAFE THAN 
SORRY... 


THOUGH 
THE TERM 
“PANACEA” 
EXISTS... 


BUT 
ACHIEVING 
THAT GOAL 
IS STILL А «IN THE 
LONG WAY HOPES OF 
OFF. DEVELOP- 
ING A TRUE 
PANACEA. 


THIS TALK 
OF MAKING 
AN АРИКО- 
DISIAC HAS 
PIQUED MY 
INTEREST. 


AWAITING 
YOUR 
ARRIVAL. 


TAKEN 
ABACK 
BY THIS, 
I BEGAN 
EXPEKI- 
MENTING 


аы еә 


HES HERE IN 
THE INNER 


ON A TYPICAL 
DAY, Т АМ SIR 
JINSHI'G AIDE. 


ТАМ 
PLEASED 


НЕ РОЕФМТ 
LIKE HAVING 
A WOMAN 
INTRUDING 


TERRITORY. 


PLEASE 
DON'T 


STARE 20 
INTENSELY 
AT HOMELY 


FREE 
TO USE 
WHATEVER 
YOU WOULD 
LIKE FROM 


15 
THAT 
DANCE 
PART OF 
A CURSED 
RITUAL OR 
SOME- 
THING? 


г. HAVING 
SUCH AN 
ABUNDANCE 
OF PAPER 
TO WRITE ON 
FEELS LIKE 
A LUXURY. 


COMPARED 
7О THE 
HARD- 


WORKING 
GAO SHUN, 
THIS 
FELLOW 


..WOULD ASK, 
YOU MIND BUT... 
GETTING 
THAT DOWN 


ts || vs || es || es || es || оз 


THE 
SOUTHERN 
LANDS OF 
THE FAR 
WEST. 


SIMPLY 
HAVE TO 
PROCURE 
IT. 


I'M 
SURE WE 
CAN FIND A 
MERCHANT 

WITH SOME 
zi ОМ HAND. 


FRAGRANT 
HERB OIL. 


| AND WHAT 

MIGHT YOU 

LADIES BE 
DOING 
HERE? 


SHOULD BE 
MORE THAN 
ENOUGH. 


you 
MUST TRY 
ONE TOO, 
MAOMAO! 


IT'e 
CALLED 
"CHOCO- 


KECEIVED 
THE RAREST 
OF TREATS 


FROM ONE 


—. 


| 
(Се) \ 


BUT 
ITS АМ 
EXPENSIVE 
PRODUCT 
THAT 
722 MAS LITTLE 
NEVER PLACE МА 
р. PLEASURE 
መ ፊድ DISTRICT 
ሪራ APOTHE- 
ITIN МУ CARY... 


FORMULAS 
BEFORE. 


THAT 
CHOCO- 
LATE I 
TRIED 
BACK 
THEN... 


IT WAS 
THE FATS 
IN /Т THAT 

MADE IT 

SOLID. 


WE 
LATER 
LEARNED 
THAT A 
MERCHANT 
WAS 
SELLING 
IT AG АМ 
APHRO- 
DISIAC... 


I CAN 
REMEMBER 
THE SMELLS 
AND TASTES 
OF MANY A 


ADD 
THE MILK, 
HONEY, AND 人 


LIQUOR... Мб 


LAST, ADD 

THE HERB 

Ol FOR 
pap aed FRAGRANCE 

220 X -7 AND FLAVOR, 
: MIX WELL;- 

AND YOU'VE 

GOT YOUR 
BASE. 


«FINDING 
THAT IN THE 
HEIGHT OF 
SUMMER 15 


IN WHICH 
CASE, I UNLIKELY. 


GUESS... 


THIS TEM- 
PERATURE 
SHOULD 
BE JUST 
RIGHT FOR 
SOLIDIFYING 
THE FATS. 


NOW, 
SOME ICE 
SHOULD BE 
PERFECT FOR 
HARDENING 
IT, BUT... 


WITH A LID, 


AND AS-THE 
WATER WITHIN — VATER 27 
~ E 


EVAPORATES, UNGLAZED 


> THE INSIDE OF POTTERY 


"EE THE 

“PIECES UP 
ON A PLATE, Ў NATH 
THEN. FLOAT. -- 


THE LID, 

) COVERING 
IT WITH A 
WOVEN 


THERE'S 
STILL 
SOME 
LEFT 


OVER. THEY 


SHOULD BE 
READY BY 
THE TIME 
HE GETS 

HEKE. 


Чу 
À 
S 
= 


GOING ON БЭР 2 
|| HERE?! ለ... 2 


LOOKS 
LIKE THEY 

MUST'VE 

MISTAKEN Ñ 
THESE FOR | NR 
SNACKS. N 


ІТ LOOKS 
LIKE BLACK 
< BREAD 


THIS THE 
APHRODI- 
SIAC? 


ТНЕМ М/НАТ 
АЕЕ ТНЕФЕ 


I'VE 
BUILT UP A 
OLERANCE 


ТИҢ ALCOHOL 


ALCOHOL 
CAN BE 
CATE- 
GORIZED | 
А 


THE MORE 
SENSITIVE 
A PERSON 
IS TO A 
PARTICULAR 
DRUG, THE 
GREATER 
ITS IMPACT. 


TYPE OF | 
MEDICINE. 


МЕКЕ 
70 СОМЕ ОМ 
ТО SOMEONE 
WITH А BLUSH 
ON HIS FACE... 


I SUPPOSE 
BEING 50 
GRATUITOUSLY 
BLESSED WITH 
BEAUTY Is ITS 
OWN KIND OF 
PROBLEM. 


MAKE ANYONE 
LOSE. THEIR 


= 
IG | 


А WARNING 
ABOUT THE 


ITS QUITE APHRODI- 
EFFECTIVE, SIAC... 
SO PLEASE 

ONLY EAT 


INGEST ONE PIECE 
TOO MANY, АТА TIME. 
AND THE 
INCREASED 
BLOOD FLOW 
WILL CAUSE A 
NOSEBLEED. 


| 


І BELIEVE 
THIS 19 
THREE TIMES 
STRONGER 
THAN THE 


USUAL 
INVIGORANT 
27 
Ach D^ қ 


..PLEASE 
MAKE USE 
OF THESE 
IN PRIVATE, 

WHEN ALONE 
WITH AN 

INTENDED 

PARTNER. 


992222: 
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ТНАТФ 
WHAT 
SHE SAID 
HAPPENED, 
AT LEAST. | 


* 

og 
Ev _ 

art > 
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I'VE BEEN 
HEARING 
ABOUT 
LATELY. 


WOMAN 
DANCING 


H s 


ВЕЕМ ФО/МФ 
| ON FOR THE | 
HER PAST MONTH | 
OR 50. 


IMPOSSIBLE 
70 ESCAPE 
OR ТО TRY В 
70 ФЕР IN 
THROUGH 

THEM. 


LIE 
THE PAST 
CONCUBINES 
AND 
CONSORTS 
WHO TRIED 


MEN | By was 


=== ` THE 
— | cover 

COURT /5 
መ ENCIRCLED 


AND A 


Br 


17% 
SAID THAT 
AT THE 


RUMOR ISNT 


Ж EVEN ALL THAT 


UNUSUAL FOR 
THE INNER 
COURT, WHERE 


GHOST STORIES Å 
ARE OFTEN 7 


E | 


መም ITS BECAUSE 
ро НЕ KNOWS 
STARTED I CAN MAKE 
BEING MEDICINE... 


MORE 
CORDIAL 
TO ME. 


EVEN 11:11 TG] 
> 


THEM IN HIS 


THAT PLACE... 


WOULD BE 
BREAKING 
HIS DUTY OF 
CONFIDENTI- 
ALITY TO HIS 


GOT RICE 
CRACKERS! 


BUT НЕ 
KNOWS 
ONLY THE 
BARE 
MINIMUM 
ABOUT 
CRAFTING 
REMEDIES 
HIMSELF. 


GUY BUT 
TERRIBLE 
AT HIS 
JOB. 


I APPRE- 
CIATE HIM 
SHARING 
INGREDI- 


FEEL LIKE 
IM BEING 


Гр LOVE 
SOME AS 


I JUST KNOW 
THEY LL ВЕ 
REPLACED 
WITH WHITE 


THANKS FOR 
PUTTING IN 
ANOTHER DAY 

OF HARD 
WORK! 


I HARDLY 
DESERVE 
SUCH 


JUST HOW 
MUCH FREE 
TIME DOES 
THIS GUY 
À ACTUALLY 
|\ DOMESTIC ) 
SERVICE 


THERE'S ( | PERHAPS 
A CHANCE | / - НЕ RANKS 
НЕ MIGHT А / HIGHER 
EVEN BE A | THAN А 
GUARDIAN OF / - DIRECTOR, ጩ 
THE ЕМРЕКОК, / THEN... 
BUT HES FAR / 
TOO YOUNG 
FOR THAT. 


ILL 
JUST ФО 
AHEAD AND 
ASSUME 
HEG THE 
EMPERORS 


WHY DOES 
YOUR FACE 
SAY YOU'RE 
THINKING 
SOMETHING 
INCREDIBLY 
INDECENT 


NOT SURE № 

WHAT vou КӨШ 
COULD > 

POSSIBLY |Z 
MEAN. 


GET THESE 

FROM THE 

BACK FOR 
ME? 


VERY LEAST, 
I CAN TELL 
YOU IT'S NOT 
THE SORT 
OF THING 
THAT CAN BE 
CURED WITH 
MEDICINE. 


BUT 
15 МОТ 
THE VERY 
„ЛО | ESSENCE 
CURE ANY OF MEDI- 
AND ALL CINE... 
AFFLIC- 
TIONS? 


LOOK 
LIKE A 
TYPICAL 
EUNUCH 
AT ALL. 


THINS, THEIR 

| PERSONALI- 

= FÅ | TIES CALM. 
LOSING 

223 Her 

[ | APPETITE 

| — FOR SEX 
YIELDS AN / 
INCREASE / | 
IN THEIR | 
APPETITE 
FOR FOOD, || Ña 
50 THEY Mo K 
ALSO GAIN 


WEIGHT 
EASILY. 


DOESN'T MASCU- 
LINE. 


THEIR 


7 BODY HAIR | 


MOST 
EUNUCHS 
GROW ТО 
BE QUITE 
FEMININE. 


AS 
A RESULT 
OF HAVING 

THEIR 

MANHOODS, 
AND THUS 

THEIR YANG 

ENERGY, 

PHYSICALLY 

REMOVED 


I 
WONDER 
WHY HE 
CHOSE 
THIS 
LIFE? 


ASKING 
HIM THAT 
15 OUT 
OF THE 
QUESTION, 
THOUGH. 


4 PET 
NAME? 
THATS 

RANDOM. 


IM 

SURE 
YOU'RE 
A MUCH 
HIGHER 
RANK 
THAN 
І АМ. 


XIAO MEANS “LITTLE.” 


MIGHT 1 

ASK YOU 

° TO STOP 

OOH, LOOKING 
so HES AT SIR 
NOTICED. 、 JINSHI... 


1 THOUGHT 
AS MUCH. ( THE SAME 


DISDAIN AS 
ONE MIGHT 


ዝም. 9 INSECT? 


us UPON ўс 
zs HIS RETURN, | 
v HE TOLD ME |: 
| OF HOW YOU |: 
LOOKED AT [| 
HIM AS IF НЕ E 
WEREA f 
SLUG... š 


WILL BE 
MORE 
CAREFUL 
FROM 
NOW 
ON. 


IT 
COMPLICATES 
| MATTERS WHEN 

A THOSE WITH NO 
4 IMMUNITY ТО 
SIR JINSHIG 
CHARMS... 


OF 
BEING HIS 
ATTENDANT. 


АМ 
ASTUTE 
OBSER- 
VATION. 


А 
PRINCESS 
WHO, IN A 

MONTH'S 
TIME... 


А WILE 5, 
BE GIFTED 
TO AN ARMY 
OFFICER 
IN REWARD 
FOR HIS DIS- 
-TINGUISHED 
"SERVICE: 


WELL, 
I'VE HEARD 
THAT THE 
ARMY MAN 
SHE'S BEING 
GIVEN TO 19 
ACTUALLY A 


CHILDHOOD 
FRIEND... 


HOPEFULLY 
SHE FINDS 
HAPPINESS 
WITH HIM. 


WALKING 
15 АМ 
AILMENT 
THATS NOT 
TERRIBLY 
WELL 
UNDER- 
STOOD. 


THE 


„BECAUSE 
SHE BEGAN 
WALKING 
THROUGH 
THE BROTHEL 
NIGHT AFTER 
NIGHT AS IF 
POSSESSED. 


CAUSE 15 A 
CONFLICT 
OF THE 
HEART. 


I ONCE 
HAD А 
SLEEP- 
WALKING 
PATIENT 
WHO 


RESIDED 


/МА 


BROTHEL. 


EVEN 
THOUGH 
YOU'RE 
ASLEEP, 
YOU WALK 
AROUND 
AND АСТ 42 
IF YOU'RE 
AWAKE. 


SHE EVEN 
RECEIVED А 
PROPOSAL 
FROM A 
CLIENT WHO 
WISHED TO 
BUY HER 
FREEDOM... 


-BUT HE 
BROKE 
OFF THE 
NEGOTIA- 
TIONS... 


THE NEXT 
MORNING, 
THE OTHER 
RESIDENT 
COURTESANS 
APPROACHED 
THE WOMAN 
CAUTIOUSLY. 


WHEN THE 


N BROTHEL- 


KEEPER 
TRIED TO 
STOP 
НЕЕ... 


ТНЕ 
COURTESAN 
HERSELF... 


HAD NO 
RECOLLEC- 
TION OF THE 


PREVIOUS = 
NIGHT'S = k ভৰত 
EVENTS. У ===" 


ИН" [! 


20 WHAT 
HAPPENED 
THEN? 


NIGHTLY 
WANDER- 
ING. 


(7 I WONDER 
IF THAT 
MEANS 


人 SHE DIDN'T 

..BUT НЕ в WANT HER 

ALREADY HAD А À FREEDOM 
A WIFE AND SN 4 ТО ВЕ 


CHILDREN... : J 
EVEN GRAND- j | BOUGHT? 


CHILDREN. 


MANY 


OF HER 
EPISODES 
OCCURRED 
AFTER 
50 SHE GREW 
1 МАРЕ EXTREMELY 
HER BOTH AGITATED... 
MEDICINE 
AND 
INCENSE 


TO CALM 
HER. 


BUT 
THEY JUST 
GAVE HER 

A LITTLE 
PEACE OF 
MIND. THEY 
WEREN'T 
ACTUAL 
CURES. 


«WITH 

NO OTHER 
OFFERS 
TO BUY HER 

FREEDOM, THE 

COURTESAN 

\ CONCLUDED 

HER TERM OF 

SERVICE... 


"Т YOU 
АТ LEAST 
TELL МЕ? 


2249559505950 


САМ 


ххх ХХ Хо 

| 606050605500 
ее 
EEE PIE 
LEICHT 
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>] =; 


Zu 
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«ue 
FO 


МУ 
LIPS ARE 
SEALED! 


= 


ЮГ ! >, 
5 | ү IN 

ANOTHER WHO | geb 
SUFFERED FROM 5, | pura т 
SLEEPWALKNO |ፈ9 

AND SIMILARLY 

HAD NEGOTIA- 

TIONS FOR HER 

FREEDOM FALL 

THROUGH. 


FREEDOM. 


158 


т CANNOT 
BEAR THE IDEA 
OF ALLOWING 
YOU TO TAKE 

ON AN ILL 

COURTESAN. 


HOWEVER, 
THE MAN 
PERSISTED. 


EVENTUALLY, 
THEY AGREED 
ON A PRICE 
OF HALF THE 
SILVER FROM 
THE ORIGINAL 
AGREEMENT. 


«WAS AN 
ACQUAINTANCE 
OF THE 
SECOND. 


TO NULLIFY 


SHE TRULY | я ҚА THE INITIAL 
WANTED HER | ) і 

FREEDOM 

SOLD WAS 


ABLE TO | 
BUY IT FOR 
HALF THE 
o” 


CONTRACT 


TIED BY THE 
LACK OF 
SILVER. 


MEAN ТО SAY 

LADY FUYO 15 

| PRETENDING 
EE | ) аа WITH THE 

— | 2 Z SAME 

| | ІМТЕМТ? 


А МЕКЕ 
SOLDIER 


20 


| THE PLAN “ж. 15 IN NO 
pc 7 <= POSITION 
MULATE TO ASK 
MERITS РОКА y 
FOR His PRINCESS'5 
HAND IN 


.BEFORE MILITARY 
EVENTUALLY FEATS... 
RETURNING 
ТО MAKE THE 

PRINCESS 
HIS. 


| MARRIAGE. 


4 BUT THE 
PRINCESS 


WAS SENT 
7О THE 
INNER 
COURT. 


TO 
CAUSE THE 
EMPEROR 
70 LOSE 
INTEREST 


ሪ 


HAVING 
LIKEWISE 
GIVEN HER 
HEART 
TO THE 
SOLDIER, 
THE 
PRINCESS— 5 
AN ADEPT 
DANCER— 
PURPOSELY 
ERRED... ፪ 


THEIR PLOT 
WAS A SUCCESS. 
THE EMPEROR 
DID NOT LIE 
WITH THE 
PRINCESS, 
AND HER 
CHASTITY 
REMAINS 
INTACT. 


ПАРУ FUYO | 
BEGAN HER 
STRANGE 
NIGHTLY 
RAMBLES... 


THE 
SOLDIER, 


«AND 

WHEN HIMSELF 

IT WAS 
DECIDED 
SHE WAS 

TO ВЕ 

HIS... 


AND 
ФО THE 
EMPEROR 
WOULDN'T 
CARE 
THAT SHE 
WOULDN'T 
BE HIS ANY 
LONGER... 


THERE 


AFTER 
ALL, A 
CHANCE 


THE LUSTY 
EMPEROR 
MIGHT REGAIN 
INTEREST INA 
PRINCESS 20 
COVETED By 
ONE OF HIS 
MEN. 


ወጋ 
NONE 
WOULD 
 DEFLOWEK 
НЕЕ, EVEN 
BY MISTAKE 


I COULD 
SEE THAT 
HAPPENING, 


‚| IF SHE WERE 

TO SPEND A 

cd NIGHT WITH 
THE EMPEROR, ! ^ 


1 AER REUNION | 
WITH THE 
SOLDIER AS 
HIS REWARD 
WOULD BE 
POSTPONED. 


SINCE 


pe LADY FUYO 
ঢল VALUES HER 
... SHE PURITY... 


SURELY 
WOULD 
FEEL TOO 
ASHAMED TO 
FACE HER 
CHILDHOOD 
4 LOVE IF THE 
ы EMPEROR 
WERE TO 
TAKE THAT 


IF I SAID I 
ENVIED LADY 
FUYO... 


.. WOULD 
THAT 
MAKE МЕ 
AN AWFUL 
PERSON? 


ў 
у 


| 


5 


ПИН | 
— 


DANCED АТ |“ 
THE EAST 
= GATE IN 

— 4 PARTICU- == 

LAR... 


N BECAUSE 
HER BELOVED 

27 WAS COMING 
< НОМЕ ҒЕОМ 
AN EXPEDI- 


TION IN THE 


2HE EAST. 


MUST HAVE 
BEEN PRAYING № 
FOR THE SAFE 

RETURN OF HER 

CHILDHOOD 

FRIEND. 


THAT 
NIGHT, 
LADY 
FUYO 
LOOKED 
EXCEP- 
TIONALLY 


er BEAUTIFUL. 


BECAUSE 
SHE'S IN 
LOVE. 


IFLOVE % 
HAS THE 
POWER 
TO MAKE 
WOMEN 
MORE 
BEAUTIFUL 


Ақа» 
ies 


Thank you so much for buying 
The Apothecary Diaries, Volume 1! 


I hope readers of the 
wonderful original light novel 
and new readers alike enjoyed 
this volume! 


And I hope to see you again 
in the next volume! 


From the artist, 
Nekokuragee 


ЕСТІСЕ 


Natsu Hyuuga Itsuki Waka Takase 
Touco Shino Nanao Rie Shiroi 
105 


My editor & you, my readers 


SPECIAL THANKS 


ኣኔ ፍራ ጨካ Se 


MAOMAO 
15 CUR- 
RENTLY 
SERVING 

ASA 

LADY-IN- 
WAITING 
AT THE 

JADE 

PALACE. 


/ 


/ 


TRENDS BONUS MANGA * Art: Itsuki Nanao 


SLEEPING 
SOUNDLY 
NEXT TO 
ME RIGHT 
NOW /5 
MY FRIEND 
MAOMAO. 


SOMETIMES 
WE GET 
гэ TOGETHER ТО 
№ CHAT, ABOUT 
THE LATEST 
TRENDS AND 
GOSSIP... 


4 (9 
Unger | 


I DIDN'T 
GET TO 
FIND OUT 
ANYTHING 
NEW 
FROM HER 
TODAY. 


Natsu Hyuuga 
Touco Shino 
Nekokurage 
The editor 

And you, the readers 

The next volume's going 

to be good too, so be 


sure to check it out! 


D 
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+591 Nanao 


Thank you for buying Volume 1 of Тһе Apothecary Diaries. 


My name is Natsu Hyuuga. I'm the author of the light novel 
series this manga is based on. What started off as a light 
novel І posted online got picked up for publication, and now 
it's even been turned into a manga. I’m amazed at how far 


this title has come. 


I was overcome with emotion when my story got the color 
insert illustration treatment, but seeing the characters now 
come alive frame by frame has allowed me to enjoy the story 


all over again as a reader too. 


The world and characters І couldn't completely describe in 
the novel are going to be more fleshed out in the manga, so 


I hope the readers of the novel will enjoy this version as well. 


Natsu Hyuuga 


MAOMAO 
Apothecary Power: 24 


Sex: Female 
Level: 17 Speed: 68 


НР. 75 “ናን. Strength: 30 

MP: 40 - Intelligence: 71 
Luck: 35 
Charm: 17 
Мах НР: 75 


Equipped: ie Max MP: 40 
+ Cotton clothing 2 


Attack: 35 
Defense: 35 
Coolness: 21 


* Laundry basket 


ኢኒ Маотао and the delightfully 
AN Last of characters are 
ኳዛሪህ а manga! I hope you 
thoroughly enjoy the world 
-of Me Apothecary Diaries in 
His retelling Hat keeps the 
wit of the novels through its 
many lovely pages. I hope 
yon especially enjoy Maomao's 
many facial expressions. 
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Novel ነሪ 
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INTENSELY SELF-CONSCIOUS THE GIRL ON EVERYONE'S MIND 


, E 
SAY US 
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